
QUESTIONS ON PARASHAT LECH-LECHA 
 

Q-1.  (a) How old was Avram when he (1) recognized Hashem (3 views)? (2) left Ur Kasdim and went to Charan? (3) arrived in Cana’an? (b) (1) When 
Hashem Told Avram, “lech lecha” (go) “to the land that I will Show you,” why did He add the word “lecha” ([go] for yourself) (10 views)? (2) Why did 
Hashem not Specify that Avram’s destination was Cana’an (4 views)? (3) When Avram left Charan, abandoning his elderly father Terach there, why was 
he not violating his obligation to honor and care for his father? (4) When Avram left Ur Kasdim, what gift did King Nimrod give him? (5) When Avram 
traveled through Aram Naharayim and Aram Nachor, why was he happy that Hashem had not Commanded him to settle in those places? (6) Why was he 
happy when Hashem Commanded him to settle in Cana’an? (7) How do we know that shinuy ha-makom (changing one’s residence) can transform a 
Heavenly decree? (Bereshit 12:1)   
 
A-1.  (a) (1) Avram was (i) 3 years old (Nedarim 32a). (ii) 10 years old, when he went to learn with Noach and Shem (Sefer haYashar). (iii) 48 years old, at 
the Haflaga (Dispersion); (2) 70 years old; (3) 75 years old (Seder Olam). (b) (1) Hashem hinted that (i) Avram was going for his own benefit, in order to 
have offspring and become a great nation; (ii) his travels will make him famous (Rashi). (iii) Avram should leave Ur Kasdim with no notion to return there 
(Bechor Shor). (iv) Avram must break away from all earthly lusts for hos own good (Zohar). (v) Avram should experience difficulties which will lead him to 
practice hospitality compassionately (Zechuta deAvraham). (vi) When Avram reaches the age of “lech lecha”, with the gematria of 100,  Hashem will make 
him into a great nation (12:2) through the birth of Yitzchak; (vii) after arriving in Eretz Yisrael, Avram will live for another 100 years – he left Charan and 
arrived in Eretz Yisrael at age 75 (12:4), and he died at age 175; (viii) Bnei Yisrael twice will go (the word “lecha” is spelled the same as the word “lech”) 
into galut after the destructions of the 2 Batei haMikdash; (ix) the word “lecha”, with the gematria of 50, signifies that the galut of Bnei Yisrael will occur 
after the 50th generation of the world, in the days of Tzidkiyahu haMelech – there were 10 generations from Adam to Noach, 13 more generations from 
Shem to Yehuda, 10 more generations from Peretz to David haMelech, and 17 more generations from Shlomo haMelech to Tzidkiyahu, totaling 50 
generations (Ba’al haTurim). (x) The phrase “lech lecha” is merely a common idiomatic usage (Ramban). (2) (i) Hashem Kept Avram in suspense, making 
the destination more beloved in his eyes (Bereishit Raba). (ii) This made the journey more difficult, resulting in Avram’s receiving a greater reward 
(Medrash Tanchuma). (iii) Hashem did not reveal the destination so that heathens would not follow him to Cana’an (Abarbanel). (iv) Terach might have 
gone too, as he did when Avram left Ur Kasdim, but Hashem wanted Avram to go without parental family members (Malbim). (3) Hashem exempted Avram 
from having to care for Terach, since Avram’s father and brothers were plotting to kill him (Medrash Hagada). (4) Nimrod gave Avram his slave, Eliezer, to 
accompany and serve Avram (Pirkei deRebi Eliezer). (5) Avram saw that the inhabitants of Aram Naharayim and Aram Nachor spent their time eating, 
drinking and feasting, which was a waste of their lives; (6) Avram saw that the people of Cana’an occupied themselves working with the soil, which was a 
useful activity for the world (Bereishit Raba). (7) Avram was barren, but it was only after Avram changed his residence, when he moved from his homeland 
of Ur Kasdim to Eretz Cana’an, that he merited having children (Rosh Hashana 16b).     
 
Q-2.  (a) (1) Which 7 blessings did Hashem bestow on Avram? (2) Why 7 blessings? (b) Who were “the souls that [Avram and Sarai] made in Haran”? (c) 
Why is the word “ohalo” (his [Avraham’s] tent) spelled at the end with a heh, not with a vav? (d) (1) Which 2 of Avraham’s 10 trials preceded the 6 trials that 
are mentioned in Parashat Lech-Lecha? (2) Which 6 trials are mentioned in Parashat Lech-Lecha (2 views)? (3) Which trials occurred after Parashat Lech-
Lecha (2 views)? (e) (1) Why did Nimrod throw Avram into the cauldron of fire? (2) How did Haran, Avram’s brother, die? (f) Since Hashem Commanded 
Avram to go to Cana’an, and He assured Avram of His blessing, why did He Cause a famine as soon as Avram arrived there (2 reasons)? (g) Did Avram 
sin by going down to Mitzrayim during the famine (2 views)? (h) How were the following events precursors of the future (ma’aseh avot siman le-vanim) – 
(1) the famine? (2) Sarai’s actions in the palace of Pharaoh? (3) Hashem’s inflicting boils on Pharaoh and his servants? (4) Avram’s leaving Mitzrayim with 
great riches? (i) (1) Why was Sarai given the added name “Yishka”? (2) What land did Pharaoh give Sarai as a gift? (3) Whom did he give Avram as a gift? 
(Bereshit 12:1-17:12)   
 
A-2.  (a) (1) (i) “Ve’escha le-goy gadol” ([Hashem] will Make [Avraham] into a great nation); (ii) “va’avareche’cha” ([Hashem] will be Bless [Avraham] with 
possessions) – the gematria of the word “avarechecha” (248) equals the name “Avraham”; (iii) “va’agadla shemecha” ([Hashem’s] Lengthening of 
[Avraham’s] name, from Avram to Avraham, will be great for him); (iv) “ve-heyay beracha” ([Avraham] himself will be a blessing to others); (v) “va’avarcha 
mevorche’cha” ([Hashem] will Bless those who bless [Avraham]); (vi) “u-mekalelcha a’or” (and [Hashem] will Curse those who curse [Avraham]); (vii) “ve-
nivrechu becha kol mishpechot ha’adama” (all of the earth’s families will be blessed through [Avraham]); (2) the 7 blessings correspond to the 7 times that 
the word “tov” (good) appears in the story of Creation – Hashem Considered the deeds that Avraham was going to perform to be like a re-creation of the 
world (Ba’al haTurim). (b) They were the idol worshippers whom Avram and Sarai converted to believe in Hashem; (c) With the heh, it can be read “ohala” 
(her tent), since Avram pitched Sarai’s tent first, teaching that one should honor his wife more than himself (Rashi). (d) (1) Nimrod’s (i) seeking to kill 
Avram, who hid in a cave for 13 years; (ii) throwing Avram into the cauldron of Ur Kasdim (Pirkei deRebi Eliezer). (2) All commentators list these 5 trials – 
(i) Avram’s leaving his homeland; (ii) the famine in Cana’an when Avram arrived; (iii) Sarai taken to Pharaoh’s palace; (iv) Avram’s war against the 4 kings; 
and (v) Avraham circumcising himself; and the 6th nisayon was either (i) Brit bein ha-betarim (Covenant between the Parts), during which Avram saw the 4 
future exiles of his offspring (Pirkei deRebi Eliezer), or (ii) having to take Hagar for a wife (Rambam). (3) either 2 trials – (i) the command to expel Yishmael 
and Hagar; (ii) the akeida (Pirkei deRebi Eliezer); or 4 trials, since Rambam, unlike Pirkei deRebi Eliezer, includes only events written in the Chumash, not 
the 2 actions of Nimrod, which are not mentioned in the Torah – (i) Avimelech’s taking Sarai to his palace, (ii) Avram’s expelling Hagar, and (iii) Yishmael, 
(iv) the akeida (Rambam). (e) (1) Nimrod claimed that he was a god, and Avram refused to show him respect by bowing down to him (Sefer haYashar). (2) 
When Haran saw that Avram defeated Nimrod by exiting the cauldron alive, Haran sided with Avram, and when Nimrod threw Haran into the cauldron, 
Hashem did not Save Haran, as He had Saved Avram (Medrash Socher Tov). (f) (1) This was a test of Avram’s loyalty to Hashem (Bereishit Raba). (2) By 
seeing Avram follow Hashem without his complaining, and subsequently being successful, future generations of Bnei Yisrael were able to tolerate, without 
despair, the tyranny of the gentiles among whom they lived (Nefesh haChayim).  (g) (1) Yes, he did 2 unintentional sins – (i) leaving Eretz Yisrael, and (ii) 
bringing his wife to a place of immorality – he should have had faith that Hashem would protect them in Cana’an from the famine (Ramban). (2) No – (i) 
Avot 5:4 says that Avraham passed all 10 trials, including the trial of going with his wife to Mitzrayim during the famine, and thus did not sin, and (ii) he 
followed the advice given in Bava Kama 60b, “when there is a famine in the land, go elsewhere” (Abarbanel). (h) (1) Just as Avram descended to Mitzrayim 
due to a famine, Ya’akov and his sons would descend to Mitzrayim due to a famine, which resulted in the 1st exile of Bnei Yisrael; (2) just as Sarai guarded 
herself from the immoral conduct in the palace, so would the Jewish women in the slavery in Mitzrayim guard themselves from the immorality of the 
Mitzrim; (3) just as Hashem Smote Pharoah with boils on account of Avram and Sarai, and He Caused them to leave Mitzrayim, so He would Smite 
Pharaoh and the Mitzrim with 10 plagues, including boils, and He Caused Bnei Yisrael to leave Mitzrayim; (4) Bnei Yisrael would leave Mitzrayim with great 
riches, just like Avram did (Zohar). (i) (1) It refers to Sarai’s beauty, since everyone talked about her beauty (Megila 15b). (2) Goshen, where Bnei Yisrael 
later would settle; (2) Hagar, Pharaoh’s daughter, as a servant (Bereishit Raba). 
 
Q-3.  (a) Before Avram married Sarai, how was she related to him? (b) Since 13:1 says that Lot travelled with Avram, why does 13:5 repeat this? (c) Why 
did Avram separate from Lot (3 reasons)? (c) For what purpose does 13:7 state that “the Cana’ani and the Perizi were then dwelling in the land” (3 
reasons)? (d) For what purpose did Avram, instead of settling in one place in Cana’an, travel throughout the land (3 reasons)? (Bereshit 13:1-8)  
 
A-3.  (a) She was Avram’s niece, the daughter of Haran, Avram’s brother (Medrash Socher Tov). (b) 13:5 adds that Lot had “flocks, cattle and tents” only 
because he was going with Avram (Rashi). (c) (1) Due to the strife between Avram’s shepherds, who did not graze on the land of other people, and Lot’s 
shepherds, who did dishonestly (Rashi). (2) The Cana’anim worshipped idols, and Avram saw Lot’s inclination to avoda zara which Avram found 
unacceptable (Malbim). (3) While the Shechina was escorting Avram, the Land could not bear the crooked ways of Lot and his people (Ba’al haTurim). (c) 
(1) Lot thought that his sheep’s grazing on the land of the Cana’anim was not stealing, since Hashem had promised Eretz Yisrael to Avraham, and Lot 



would inherit this land since he was the closest heir of Avram and Sarai, but with the Cana’anim and Perizim then owning the land, it did not yet belong to 
Avraham or his heirs and was not available for grazing by Lot’s animals (Rashi). (2) Lot’s shepherds improperly grazed in Avram’s territory, and Avram 
feared that a dispute with Lot would draw the attention of the Cana’anim and Perizim, who would drive them all from Cana’an (Ramban). (3) Lot and 
Avram, who were surrounded by the Cana’anim and Perizim, could not enlarge their pastures, forcing them to separate (Chizkuni). (d) Wherever Avram 
traveled in Cana’an (1) Hashem Gave him a preview of what would happen to his offspring, and he prayed for them, e.g., (i) in Shechem, he prayed for the 
success of Ya’akov and his sons when they fought the residents of that city; (ii) in Ai, he prayed that Hashem Mitigate the punishment for Achan’s sin 
(Medrash Hagada). (2) Since one way to acquire land is to travel its length and width, Avram wandered to “take possession” of Eretz Yisrael for his 
offspring (Bereishit Raba). (3) Wherever Avram went, he spead Hashem’s Name and convinced thousands to become his followers (Rambam – Hilchot 
Ovdei Kochavim 1:3).  
 
Q-4.  (a) For what purpose does the Torah tell us that there a battle of “4 kings against 5” (2 reasons)? (b) Why did Hashem Allow the kings to capture Lot 
(2 reasons)? (c) (1) Who informed Avram of the capture of Lot? (2) Why did he do that? (3) How did Og get his name?  (4) Since Avram had separated 
from Lot due to Lot’s inappropriate ways, why did he feel that Lot was worthy of rescue? (5) How did Nimrod die? (d) (1) Who was Malki Tzedek? (2) Why 
was he called by this name (3 views)? (3) Why did Malki Tzedek bring Avram bread and wine? (4) (1) How did Malki Tzedek sin? (5) How was he 
punished? (6) What did Avram give Malki Tzedek? (e) How do we know that one should not impose his personal chumrot (stringencies) on others? 
(Bereshit 14:1-12,18-24) 
 
A-4. (a) (1) While the 4 kings were so powerful that they were able to defeat 5 kings, Avram did not refrain from pursuing them (Rashi). (2) Hashem caused 
the war, so that all of the possessions of the kings would be at Avram’s disposal (Medrash Tanchuma). (b) (1) Hashem Punished Lot for residing in the 
wicked city of Sedom (Rashi). (2) The kings mistakenly hoped that Avram would pay a large ransom, but instead, he took the opportunity to defeat them 
(Sforno). (c) (1) Og; (2) he expected Avram to go to fight the 4 kings to save Lot, and after Avram would die in the battle, Og could take Sarai, after whom 
he lusted, as his wife; (3) when Og arrived, he saw Avram baking matzot, since it was Pesach, and Og pretended to be interested in this mitzvah, and his 
feigned acceptance of the mitzvah caused him to be named Og, after the ugot (cakes) that Avram baked; (4) since Avram foresaw that Lot would be the 
ancestor of Rut, David haMelech and the Mashiach, Lot deserved his assistance; (5) Nimrod was King Amrafel, who was one of the kings whom Avram 
slew in the battle (Bereishit Raba). (d) (1) Noach’s son, Shem – Avraham was Malki Tzedek’s 9th generation offspring; (2) Shem was the melech (king) of a 
place (i) known for tzedek (righteousness), i.e., Yerushalayim (ibn Ezra). (ii) that would not tolerate injustice or abominations (Radak). (iii) that would 
become the home, in Yerushalayim, of the Righteous Shechina in the Beit haMikdash (Ramban). (3) To show that he bore no malice toward Avram, who 
had slain Kedola’omer, who is identified as Elam, the son of Shem (Rashi). (4) He blessed Avram (14:19) before blessing Hashem (14:20); (5) as Noach’s 
spiritual heir, Shem had been given the kehuna (priesthood), but Hashem transferred it to Avraham, and only the offspring of Avraham, starting with 
Aharon, inherited the kehuna, not any of Shem’s other offspring (Nedarim 32b). (6) 1/10th of the booty that had belonged to Sedom and Amora and of Lot’s 
belongings, as a ma’aser gift to a kohen (Pirkei deRebi Eliezer). (e) Avram refused to take the spoils of war for himself from Melech Sedom, even though 
he was entitled to them, since Avram sought to gain no profit through Sedom, but he did provide for payment by Sedom to his allies, Aner, Eshkol and 
Mamre (Chafetz Chaim).  
 
Q-5.  (a) When Hashem said, “fear not, Avram,” of what was Avram afraid (2 views)? (b) (1) Why did Avram believe that he would not have children? (2) 
What was Hashem’s response to Avram’s belief? (3) How are Bnei Yisrael able to change their mazal? (c) Why did Hashem Say in 13:16 that the offspring 
of Avram will be uncountable (i) “like the dust of the land” but here He Compared them here to (ii) the stars of the heavens (2 views)? (d) (1) When 
Hashem told Avram that his offspring “will be aliens in a land not their own, and they will oppress them [Bnei Yisrael] for 400 years,” what 3 time periods 
are included? (2) How did the actions of the sons of Ya’akov affect the lengths of each of these periods? (e) Since Avram did not ask for a sign of the 
fulfillment of Hashem’s promise that he would have numerous offspring (15:6), why did he ask for a sign when Hashem Told him that his offspring would 
inherit Eretz Cana’an (15:8)? (f) (1) What is the meaning of the statement, concerning Yishmael, “his hand is in everything, and everyone’s hand is in him” 
(3 explanations)? (2) How do we see this in Bnei Yishmael today? (Bereshit 15:1-8;16:12) 
 
A-5. (a) Avram was afraid that he (1) inadvertently had killed a righteous man in the battle with the 4 kings; (2) had used up all of his merits in order to 
miraculously win this war (Bereishit Raba). (b) (1) Avram was very skilled in astrology and found that he would never have children; (2) Hashem told him 
that the fate of his offspring, Bnei Yisrael, will be beyond the prognosis of the stars, and they will not be subject to mazal (natural destiny) but will fall under 
Hashem’s direct Hasgacha (Providence); (3) through tefila (prayer), tzedaka (giving charity), and teshuva (repentance and spiritual merit) (Shabbat 151a). 
(c) (1) Comparing Bnei Yisrael (i) to dust is a quantitative blessing, meaning that they will be as uncountable as dust; but (ii) to the stars is a qualitative 
blessing, meaning that Bnei Yisrael will be as elevated and powerful as the stars – thus, Hashem blessed Avram both qualitatively and quantitatively 
(Malbim). (2) This teaches us that when Bnei Yisrael (i) disobey Hashem, they will be trampled like dust, but (ii) when they listen to Him, they will be as lofty 
as the stars (Megillah 16a). (d) (1) (i) Bnei Yisrael will be treated as “aliens” by others in Cana’an during the life Yitzchak and part of Ya’akov’s life; (ii) 
Ya’akov and his children will go to Mitzrayim, “a land not their own”; (iii) then, the Mitzrim “will oppress them”; (2) the 400-year period was fixed, but the 
oppression would have been shorter without the hatred that caused the sale of Yosef (Shabbat 10b – Tosefot). (e) Avram had complete faith in Hashem 
and did not need a sign that he would have offspring, but he feared that after inheriting Eretz Yisrael, his offspring would sin and be permanently thrown out 
of Eretz Yisrael – he wanted a sign that Bnei Yisrael would ultimately inherit all of Eretz Yisrael (Rashi). (f) (1) Bnei Yishmael will (i) be robbers, and others 
will hate and fight them (Rashi). (ii) first triumph over others, but, ultimately, others will conquer them (ibn Ezra). (iii) depend on other nations, who, in turn, 
will depend on them (Onkelos). (2) The nations of the world depend on the oil of Bnei Yishmael (the Islamic nations) for the survival of their economies, 
and the viability of the economies of the nations of Bnei Yishmael depend on those nations (A. Twersky). 
 
Q-6. (a) Why, in 17:3, did Avram “fall on his face”? (b) Why, after he was renamed Avraham, was the name “Avram” no longer used, but after Ya’akov was 
renamed “Yisrael”, the name “Ya’akov” still was used? (c) Why did Hashem Command (1) the mitzvah of mila (3 views)? (2) that the mila of the offspring of 
Avraham should take place on the 8th day? (d) What does the Torah teach by repeating the mitzvah of mila in Vayikra 12:3? (e) To which events in the 
lives of Avraham and Sarah do the letters of the name “Yitzchak”, which Hashem Commanded Avraham to call his son, allude? (Bereshit 17:3,10-12,19)  
 
A-6. (a) Before his mila, Avram was did not have the spiritual merit to stand under the Ruach haKodesh (Rashi). (b) Avraham’s name, meaning “father of a 
multitude of nations” immediately replaced the name Avram, which means “father of Aram”, because the name Avram is encompassed by the name 
Avraham, but the name “Yisrael”, which means fighting victoriously against heavenly and mortal beings, will be fully in effect only at the end of days, after 
the triumph of Bnei Yisrael over the other nations and their guardian angels (Sforno). (c) (1) (i) Nedarim 31b says that the foreskin is abhorrent, and a 
male’s body therefore is imperfect, but mila perfects it; (ii) Hashem gave the mitzvah of mila as a sign, separating Bnei Yisrael physically from the other 
nations; (iii) mila teaches that just as man takes action to perfect his body, he also must act to perfect his spirit (Sefer haChinuch – Mitzvah 2). (2) 7 
represents the natural cycle of life, e.g., the 7 days of the week, but with mila on the 8th day, Bnei Yisrael rise above nature to serve Hashem (Maharal). (d) 
It teaches that the mila for a healthy baby boy must occur on the 8th day, even if performing this mitzvah involves melacha on Shabbat (Shabbat 132a-b). 
(e) The letter (1) yud – gematria 10 – refers to the 10 trials that Avraham passed; (2) tzadik – 90 – was the age of Sarah at Yitzchak’s birth; (3) chet – 8 – 
refers to the mila of Yitzchak on the 8th day; (4) kuf – 100 – refers to the age of Avraham at Yitzchak’s birth (Rashi). 
 
Q-7.  In the haftara, why does the Navi, when criticizing idol worship, call Avraham “ohavi” (one who loved Me)? (Yeshayahu 41:8)  
 
A-7.  Avraham showed his love of Hashem by not following in the footsteps of his idol-worshipping forefathers (Rashi).    


